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BOOK CLUB SYLLABUS

[image: Desk with solid fill]Materials
To participate in this Book Club, you will need:
1. The Old Testament in Seven Sentences, by Christopher J.H. Wright
2. The Woodmen App (in the App store, search for Woodmen Valley Chapel) 

[image: Smart Phone with solid fill]Book Club (Woodmen App)
If you’re looking to deepen your understanding of topics that arise from Scripture, Book Club is for you. Book Club is a guided learning environment that takes place exclusively on the Woodmen App so you don’t have to worry about missing a meeting date—no matter your busy schedule! 

Book Club is designed to enhance learning and provoke rich dialogue among participants; however, it’s not the optimal platform to build community. Book Club is ideal for individuals who want to incorporate learning into their regular life rhythms. 

[image: Books with solid fill]Book Description
Some people find the Old Testament to be confusing, out of date, and essentially replaced by the New Testament. They are missing out. The Old Testament offers us a grand narrative that reveals God's work, God's purposes, and God's wisdom. Christopher J. H. Wright fits the pieces together and shows us the coherent whole. Using seven key sentences drawn straight from the Old Testament, he connects the dots and points us toward Jesus.
· "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth."
· "All peoples on earth will be blessed through you."
· "You shall have no other gods before me."
· "How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news."
Such sentences as these are not merely beautiful or helpful (though they are that). They are part of the great drama of Scripture, the story of God's plan of redemption that embraces all nations and the whole of his creation. Wright starts from the beginning, describing God's promises and covenants with his people and his mission to bless the world. At the end of this short survey, readers will clearly see God's faithfulness and love for his people and will understand how the Old Testament scriptures prepared for the identity and mission of Jesus as Messiah, Savior, and Lord.
[image: Bullseye outline]Book Club Objectives
This book club will:
1. Introduce participants to seven main topics found in the Old Testament
2. Help participants see the necessity of the Old Testament for understanding Jesus
3. Empower participants to see themselves as characters in the story of redemption

[image: Signal with solid fill]Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this book club, all participants will be able to:
1. Explain how the creation story is foundational to a Christian worldview
2. Articulate how the three promises of a nation, blessing and land provide a framework for the rest of the Biblical storyline
3. Articulate how the Exodus-redemption story, the covenant and the law are interrelated and how they help us understand God’s mission to bless the gentiles 
4. Explain the connection the Apostle Paul makes between King David and Jesus
5. Clarify the connection between Israel’s prophets and the covenant
6. Communicate how the bad news during the period of the prophets creates anticipation for the gospel 
7. Explain the benefits of incorporating the psalms into church services and articulate what the wisdom literature uniquely offers its readers

[image: Classroom with solid fill]  What to Expect
Here’s what participants can expect:
1. There are no in person meetings or zoom calls before, during or after the Book Club dates. All participation (writing and responses) takes place on the Woodmen App.
2. Weekly participation is expected. Since there are no in-person meetings, participation on the discussion board is needed to help all participants learn 
3. The Book Club facilitator will enable participant access to the discussion board on the Woodmen App a few days before Book Club begins
4. The Book Club facilitator will post discussion questions every Monday on the Woodmen App discussion board for that week’s required reading 
5. Participants will respond to these questions no later than Thursday of that same week
6. From Thursday to Sunday, participants are encouraged to respond to at least two other Book Club participants
7. Participants are encouraged to post questions or insights they gain from their reading
8. The facilitator will participate in some (though not all) discussions and will assist in answering questions that participants post on the discussion board
9. All participants will achieve the learning outcomes posted above

[image: Daily calendar with solid fill]Dates
1. Week 1 (Sept 9 – Sept 15): Introduction & chapter 1 
2. Week 2 (Sept 16 – Sept 22): Chapter 2 
3. Week 3 (Sept 23 – Sept 29): Chapter 3 
4. Week 4 (Sept 30 – Oct 6): Chapter 4 
5. Week 5 (Oct 7 – Oct 13): Chapter 5 
6. Week 6 (Oct 14 – Oct 20): Chapter 6 
7. Week 7 (Oct 21 – Oct 27): Chapter 7 & Conclusion
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