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D o  yo u  h a t e  t o  w a i t ?  W h e t h e r  i t ’ s  i n s t a n t  o a t m e a l ,  
h i g h - s p e e d  I n t e r n e t  o r  t h e  e x p re s s  l a n e  a t  t h e  g ro c e r y  
s t o re ,  we  w a n t  i t  n ow.  A n d  t h e  we e ks  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  
C h r i s t m a s  o n l y  a c c e l e ra t e  t h e  p a c e  o f  l i f e .  Ye t  t h e  
r h y t h m  o f  re a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  G o d  o f  e t e r n i t y  
c a n n o t  b e  r u s h e d .

T h i s  ye a r  we  h o p e  yo u ’ l l  j o i n  u s  o n  a n  a d ve n t  p ra ye r  
j o u r n e y.  L i ke  t h e  w i s e  m e n  o f  s c r i p t u re  w h o  fo l l owe d  t h e  
s t a r  i n  s e a rc h  o f  t h e  C h r i s t - c h i l d ,  we ’ l l  s e e k  t o  
p e rs o n a l l y  e n c o u n t e r  t h e  K i n g .  T h e  c e n t u r i e s - o l d  
p ra c t i c e  o f  A d ve n t  i n v i t e s  u s  t o  e m b ra c e  t h e  w a i t i n g  a s  
we  a l i g n  o u r  h e a r t s  t o  t h e  t r u e  n o r t h  o f  C h r i s t ’ s  c o m i n g .  

I n  t h e s e  p a g e s  yo u ’ l l  fi n d  a  t h o u g h t  a n d  a  s c r i p t u re  fo r  
e a c h  d a y.  T h e re ’ s  s p a c e  t o  j o t  d ow n  w h a t eve r  G o d  b r i n g s  
t o  m i n d  a s  yo u  t a l k  w i t h  H i m .  We  t r u s t  t h a t  t h e  L o rd  w i l l  
m e e t  u s  i n  t r a n s fo r m a t i ve  w a y s  a s  we  s p e n d  a  f ew  
m i n u t e s  e a c h  d a y  re fl e c t i n g  a n d  p ra y i n g  t h ro u g h  t h e s e  
t h e m e s .  We  k n ow  C h r i s t m a s  i s  a  s p e c i a l  t i m e  fo r  
c h i l d re n ,  s o  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  e a c h  we e k  we ’ ve  a d d e d  a  f u n  
a d ve n t  a c t i v i t y  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  k i d s  i n  yo u r  l i f e .

T h i s  ye a r  a s  we  w a i t  i n  e x p e c t a t i o n  fo r  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  
C h r i s t ,  l e t  o u r  s o u l s  j o i n  t h e  re f ra i n  o f  G o d ’ s  p e o p l e  
t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  c e n t u r i e s  p ro c l a i m i n g ,  “ C o m e ,  L o rd  
J e s u s .  C o m e . ”





T R U S T
G o d ’ s  wo rd  i n v i t e s  u s  t o  t r u s t  H i m  —  t o  p l a c e  o u r  
l i ve s  a t  H i s  m e rc y  a n d  s u r re n d e r  o u r  ow n  a g e n d a .  I t  
c a n  b e  a  s c a r y  t h o u g h t .  B u t  b e c a u s e  i n  C h r i s t ,  G o d  
b e c a m e  o n e  o f  u s ,  f u l l y  e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e  h u r t s  o f  
h u m a n i t y,  we  c a n  b e  s u re  t h a t  we  h a ve  a  S a v i o r  w h o  
i s  wo r t h y  o f  t r u s t .  Wr i t e  d ow n  a  c i r c u m s t a n c e  
w h e re  yo u  n e e d  t o  m o re  c o m p l e t e l y  t r u s t  G o d .  
I n v i t e  H i m  i n t o  t h i s  p a r t  o f  yo u r  l i f e .

Tr u s t  i n  t h e  L o rd  w i t h  a l l  yo u r  h e a r t  a n d  l e a n  
n o t  o n  yo u r  ow n  u n d e rs t a n d i n g .  
Prove rbs  3 :5
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M A G I
T h e  B i b l e  t e l l s  u s  o f  M a g i  w h o  c a m e  f ro m  t h e  e a s t ,  
f o l l ow i n g  t h e  s t a r  i n  s e a rc h  o f  a  n ew b o r n  K i n g .  We  
g e t  j u s t  a  g l i m p s e  o f  t h e i r  s t o r y,  b u t  we  k n ow  t h e y  

a c t e d  w i t h  w i s d o m ,  f o re s i g h t  a n d  p e rs eve ra n c e  t o  
a c h i eve  t h e i r  G o d - o rd a i n e d  p u r p o s e .  A re  t h e re  

l i f e - s i t u a t i o n s  w h e re  yo u  n e e d  s u p e r n a t u ra l  
w i s d o m ?  Wr i t e  a  p ra ye r  a s k i n g  i n  f a i t h  

f o r  G o d  t o  p rov i d e  i t .

I f  a n y  o f  yo u  l a c ks  w i s d o m ,   l e t  h i m  a s k  G o d ,  
w h o  g i ve s  g e n e ro u s l y  t o  a l l  w i t h o u t  re p ro a c h ,  

a n d  i t  w i l l  b e  g i ve n  h i m .
James  1 :5

D e c . 4



S L O W
Tra d i t i o n  h o l d s  t h a t  M a r y  ro d e  t o  B e t h l e h e m  o n  a  
d o n ke y.  H oweve r  t h e y  t ra ve l e d ,  f o r  J o s e p h  a n d  M a r y  
t h e  j o u r n e y  m u s t ’ ve  s e e m e d  t o  l a s t  f o reve r.  E ve n  
t h ro u g h  u n c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e y  h a d  n o  
c h o i c e  b u t  t o  p ra c t i c e  p a t i e n c e  a n d  l e t  eve n t s  
u n fo l d  i n  G o d ’ s  t i m i n g .  H ow  w i l l  yo u  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  
s l ow  d ow n  a n d  w a i t  o n  C h r i s t  t h i s  a d ve n t  s e a s o n ?

J o s e p h  a l s o  we n t  u p   f ro m  G a l i l e e ,  f ro m  t h e  
t ow n  o f   N a z a re t h ,  t o  J u d e a ,  t o   t h e  c i t y  o f  
D a v i d ,  w h i c h  i s  c a l l e d   B e t h l e h e m ,   …  t o  b e  
re g i s t e re d  w i t h  M a r y,  h i s  b e t ro t h e d ,   w h o  w a s  
w i t h  c h i l d .  Luke  2 :4 -6
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S E R V A N T
M a r y  w a s  fo rc e d  t o  f i n d  h e r  w a y  t h ro u g h  a  m a z e  o f  

d i s m a y i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  Ye t  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  
u n k n ow n ,  s h e  c h o s e  t o  s e r ve  t h e  L o rd  t h ro u g h  h e r  

f a i t h  a n d  o b e d i e n c e .  A s  yo u  p re p a re  fo r  t h e  c o m i n g  
o f  C h r i s t ,  t h e  u l t i m a t e  s e r v a n t ,  a s k  G o d  w h e re  yo u  

c a n  s e r ve  i n  o b e d i e n c e  i n  t h e  d a y s  a h e a d .

A n d  M a r y  s a i d ,  “ B e h o l d ,  I  a m  t h e  s e r v a n t  o f  
t h e  L o rd ;  l e t  i t  b e  t o  m e  a c c o rd i n g  

t o  yo u r  wo rd . ”  
Luke  1 : 38
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E T E R N I T Y
G o d  i s  t h e  c re a t o r  o f  t i m e  a n d  H e  s t a n d s  u n b o u n d  
b y  i t .  We  a re  t ra p p e d  i n s i d e  a  f ini t e  n u m b e r  o f  d a y s .  
Ye t  G o d ,  i n  t h e  p e rs o n  o f  C h r i s t ,  s t e p p e d  i n s i d e  
t i m e ,  m a k i n g  a  w a y  fo r  u s  t o  j o i n  h i m  i n  e t e r n i t y.  
A s k  G o d  t o  g i ve  yo u  a  f o c u s  o n  t h i n g s  t h a t  m a t t e r  
f o r  e t e r n i t y  t h i s  d a y.

H e  h a s  m a d e  eve r y t h i n g  b e a u t i f u l  i n  i t s  t i m e .  
A l s o ,  h e  h a s  p u t  e t e r n i t y  i n t o  m a n ’ s  h e a r t  . . .  
Ecc l es i as tes  3 : 1 1
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R O O M
W h e n  M a r y  a n d  J o s e p h  re a c h e d  B e t h l e h e m ,  t h e  
b a b y ’ s  a r r i v a l  w a s  i m m i n e n t .  T h e y  s e a rc h e d  t h e  

b u s t l i n g  t ow n  fo r  a  p l a c e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  c o m i n g  
M e s s i a h ,  b u t  t h e re  w a s  n o  ro o m  t o  b e  fo u n d .  T h i s  
a d ve n t  s e a s o n ,  h ow  w i l l  yo u  m a ke  ro o m  fo r  C h r i s t  

t o  c o m e  a n d  d we l l ?

She  gave  b i r th  to  he r  f i r s tbo rn  son  and  wrapped  
h im in  swadd l ing  c lo ths  and  la id  h im in  a  manger,    
b e c a u s e  t h e re  w a s  n o  p l a c e  fo r  t h e m  i n  t h e  i n n .  

Luke  2 : 7
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F O L L O W
O u r  s o c i e t y  l o o ks  u p  t o  l e a d e rs .  We’ re  i n u n d a t e d  
w i t h  b o o ks ,  p o d c a s t s  a n d  c o n fe re n c e s  o n  h ow  t o  
l e a d .  B u t  we  d o n ’ t  h e a r  m u c h  a b o u t  f o l l ow i n g .  Ye t  
C h r i s t  c a l l s  u s  t o  f o l l ow  H i m .  Fo l l ow i n g  c a n  m e a n  
s u r re n d e r i n g  o u r  p l a n s  a n d  o u r  c o m fo r t .  A s k  G o d  
t o d a y  fo r  w a y s  t o  b e t t e r  l i ve  l i f e  a s  a  f o l l owe r.

W h i l e  w a l k i n g  b y   t h e  S e a  o f  G a l i l e e ,  h e  s a w  t wo  
b ro t h e rs  …  A n d  h e  s a i d  t o  t h e m ,   “ Fo l l ow  m e ,  
a n d  I  w i l l  m a ke  yo u   f i s h e rs  o f  m e n . ”  I m m e d i a t e l y  
t h e y  l e f t  t h e i r  n e t s  &  fo l l owe d  h i m .  
Matthew 4 : 18 -20
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C H R I S T M A S  S T A R  F O R  K I D S
C h r i s t m a s  i s  a  wo n d e r- f i l l e d  t i m e  fo r  c h i l d re n .  
W h e t h e r  yo u ’ re  a  m o m  o r  g ra n d p a ,  o r  a  b a b y s i t t e r  
f o r  yo u r  n e i g h b o rs ,  e a c h  we e k  we ’ l l  s h a re  a  
k i d - f r i e n d l y  c ra f t  o r  i d e a  t o  h e l p  i n t ro d u c e  t h e  
l i t t l e s  i n  yo u r  l i f e  t o  A d ve n t .  
L e t ’ s  g e t  t o  i t  f o r  we e k  o n e .

W H AT  YO U ’ L L  N E E D
C h r i s t m a s  S t a r  t e m p l a t e  d ow n l o a d  a t  
b i t . l y / h o m e f ro n t s t a r s  

Ya r n  o r  t w i n e  ( a p p ro x i m a t e l y  2 5  f e e t  f o r  e a c h  s t a r )  

C a rd b o a rd ,  c o t t o n  b a l l s  o r  b a t t i n g ,  g l u e  g u n  &  g l u e  
s t i c k s ,  h o l e  p u n c h ,  s c i s s o r s

W H AT  YO U ’ L L  D O
1 .  D ow n l o a d  a n d  c u t  o u t  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  S t a r  t e m p l a t e .
2 .  Trace  the  s ta r  onto  ca rdboard  and  cut  a round the  edges .
3 .  I f  yo u ’ re  u s i n g  b a t t i n g ,  c u t  t wo  p i e c e s  o f  s t a r - s h a p e d  
b a t t i n g  p e r  o r n a m e n t .
4 .  M a ke  a  h o l e  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  c a rd b o a rd  s t a r  
w i t h  t h e  h o l e - p u n c h .
5 .  L o o p  a  s m a l l  p i e c e  o f  t w i n e  t h ro u g h  t h e  h o l e .  T h i s  w i l l  
b e  yo u r  o r n a m e n t  h a n g e r.
6 .  H o t - g l u e  t h e  b a t t i n g  o r  c o t t o n  b a l l s  t o  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  
t h e  s t a r - s h a p e d  c a rd b o a rd .
7.  P l a c e  a  s m a l l  d ro p  o f  h o t  g l u e  o n  t h e  t i p  o f  o n e  t h e  s t a r  
p o i n t s  t o  a t t a c h  o n e  e n d  o f  t h e  t w i n e  o r  y a r n  a n d  b e g i n  
w ra p p i n g  t h e  s t a r.
8 .  C o n t i n u e  w ra p p i n g  t h e  s t a r,  p e r i o d i c a l l y  p l a c i n g  h o t  
g l u e  i n  s p o t s  w h e re  t h e  t w i n e  o r  y a r n  m a y  s l i p .
9.  O n c e  t h e  s t a r  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  w ra p p e d ,  u s e  a  s m a l l  d ro p  
o f  g l u e  t o  s e c u re  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t w i n e  o r  y a r n .

M o re  i n fo  a n d  i d e a s  a t  wo o d m e n v a l l e y. o rg / j o u r n a l
U s e d  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  f ro m  H o m e F ro n t  M a g a z i n e
 





P R A Y
I f  G o d  w a s  o n l y  l o f t y  a n d  H o l y,  we ’ d  wo n d e r  i f  H e  

c o u l d  e m p a t h i z e  w i t h  o u r  l o n g i n g s  a n d  s o r row s  t h a t  
a re  p a r t  o f  w h a t  i t  i s  t o  b e  h u m a n .  I f  H e  w a s  m e re l y  

a  m a n ,  we  wo u l d  d o u b t  H i s  p owe r  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  
ove r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  ove r w h e l m  u s .  I n  C h r i s t ,  H e  

i s  f u l l y  G o d  a n d  f u l l y  h u m a n ,  s o  we  h a ve  a  
s ove re i g n  a n d  f r i e n d  w i t h  w h o m  we  c a n  t r u s t  o u r  

d e e p e s t  p ra ye rs .  Ta l k  t o  H i m  t o d a y.  

I  d we l l  i n  t h e  h i g h  a n d  h o l y  p l a c e ,  a n d  a l s o  
w i t h  h i m  w h o  i s  o f  a  c o n t r i t e  a n d  l ow l y  s p i r i t ,  
t o  rev i ve  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  l ow l y,  a n d  t o  rev i ve  

t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  c o n t r i t e .
I s a i ah  57 : 15
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W A I T
A  c h i l d  a w a i t s  C h r i s t m a s  d a y  w i t h  a n  e x p e c t a n t  
h e a r t ,  a n t i c i p a t i n g  j o y  a n d  g o o d  t h i n g s  t o  c o m e .  
W h e n  t h e  d a y  f i n a l l y  a r r i ve s ,  i t  i s  m a d e  s we e t e r  b y  
t h e  w a i t i n g .  A s  yo u  w a i t  t h i s  a d ve n t  s e a s o n ,  w r i t e  
d ow n  a  f ew  t h i n g s  yo u ’ re  e a g e r l y  h o p i n g  a n d  
a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h a t  C h r i s t  w i l l  b r i n g  t o  p a s s .  I n v i t e  
t h e  L o rd  t o  e n c o u ra g e  yo u r  h e a r t  i n  t h e  w a i t i n g .  

B e  s t ro n g  a n d  l e t  yo u r  h e a r t  t a ke  c o u ra g e ,   a l l  
yo u  w h o  w a i t  f o r  t h e   L o rd !  
Psa lm  31 : 24

D e c . 1 1



L I G H T
T h e  B i b l e  t a l k s  a  l o t  a b o u t  l i g h t .  G o d  i s  l i g h t  a n d  a s  

H i s  p e o p l e  we  a re  c a r r i e r s  o f  t h a t  G o d - l i g h t .  T h e re  
a re  m a n y  w a y s  t o  s p re a d  H i s  l i g h t .  T h i s  we e k ,  o n e  
w a y  c o u l d  b e  t o  i n v i t e  f r i e n d s  o r  f a m i l y  t o  c h u rc h  

o n  C h r i s t m a s  E ve  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  l i g h t  o f  C h r i s t .  
A s k  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  w h o  H e  m i g h t  l e a d  yo u  t o  i n v i t e  

t o  j o i n  yo u  i n  wo rs h i p  t h i s  ye a r.  T h e n  m a ke  t h e  
i n v i t a t i o n  a n d  t r u s t  G o d  w i t h  t h e  o u t c o m e .

“ Yo u  a re  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  wo r l d .  A  t ow n  b u i l t  o n  
a  h i l l  c a n n o t  b e  h i d d e n . ”

Matthew 5 : 14
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S T A R
Wa s  i t  a  c o m e t ,  a n  a l i g n m e n t  o f  p l a n e t s  o r  
s o m e t h i n g  e n t i re l y  s u p e r n a t u ra l ?  T h e  B i b l e  d o e s n ’ t  
g i ve  u s  t h e  a s t ro n o m i c a l  d e t a i l s ,  b u t  we  k n ow  t h a t  
G o d  c h o s e  a  l i g h t  i n  t h e  n i g h t  s k y  t o  h e ra l d  t h e  
b i r t h  o f  H i s  S o n .  T h e  b o o k  o f  1 s t  J o h n  t e l l s  u s  G o d  
H i m s e l f  i s  l i g h t .  W h a t  a re a s  o f  d a r k n e s s  i n  yo u r  l i f e  
n e e d  t o  b e  i l l u m i n a t e d  b y  H i s  l i g h t  t o d a y ?   

Fo r  G o d ,  w h o  s a i d ,  " L e t  l i g h t  s h i n e  o u t  o f  
d a r k n e s s , "  h a s  s h o n e  i n  o u r  h e a r t s  t o  g i ve  t h e  
l i g h t  o f  t h e  k n ow l e d g e  o f  t h e  g l o r y  o f  G o d  i n  
t h e  f a c e  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .
2  Cor i n th i ans  4 :6
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W O R S H I P
W h e n  t h e  w i s e  m e n  s e t  e ye s  o n  C h r i s t ,  t h e y  

i m m e d i a t e l y  f e l l  i n t o  a  p o s t u re  o f  wo rs h i p .  T h e i r  
l o n g - a w a i t e d  m o m e n t  o f  wo rs h i p  c a m e  a t  a  p e rs o n a l  

p r i c e .  T h e y  c a r r i e d  l a v i s h  g i f t s ,  t r a ve l e d  f a r  f ro m  
h o m e  a n d  r i s ke d  d e f y i n g  a n  e a r t h l y  r u l e r.  T h e i r  

s t o r y  re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  p r i o r i t i z i n g  wo rs h i p  o f t e n  
i n vo l ve s  s a c r i f i c e .  A s  yo u  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  b i r t h  o f  

C h r i s t ,  h ow  w i l l  yo u  m a ke  wo rs h i p  a  p r i o r i t y  eve n  i f  
i t  c a r r i e s  a  c o s t ?   

T h e y  s a w  t h e  c h i l d  w i t h  M a r y  h i s  m o t h e r,  a n d  
t h e y  f e l l  d ow n  a n d  wo rs h i p e d  h i m .  T h e n ,  

o p e n i n g  t h e i r  t re a s u re s ,   t h e y  o f f e re d  h i m  g i f t s ,  
g o l d  a n d   f r a n k i n c e n s e  a n d   m y r r h .  

Matthew 2 : 1 1
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W I T H
W h a t ’ s  i n  a  n a m e ?  O n e  o f  t h e  n a m e s  g i ve n  t o  C h r i s t  
i n  t h e  s c r i p t u re s  i s  I m m a n u e l ,  w h i c h  c o m e s  f ro m  a  
H e b rew  p h ra s e  m e a n i n g ,  “ G o d  w i t h  u s . ”  T h i s  n a m e  
c o n ve y s  t h e  m i ra c l e  t h a t  i n  C h r i s t ,  t h e  c re a t o r  o f  
t h e  u n i ve r s e  c h o s e  t o  c o m e  c l o s e ,  t o  d we l l  w i t h  yo u  
a n d  m e .  Wr i t e  a  p ra ye r  i n v i t i n g  G o d  t o  b e  p re s e n t  
w i t h  yo u  i n  t h e  j o y s  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  yo u  w i l l  
f a c e  t o d a y.

" B e h o l d ,  t h e  v i rg i n  s h a l l  c o n c e i ve  a n d  b e a r  a  
s o n ,  a n d  t h e y  s h a l l  c a l l  h i s  n a m e  I m m a n u e l . "
Matthew 1 : 23b
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A R R I V A L
T h ro u g h  A d ve n t  we  l o o k  b a c k  a t  C h r i s t ’ s  c o m i n g  a s  

a  B e t h l e h e m  b a b e .  Ye t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  we  l o o k  
fo r w a rd  t o  H i s  s e c o n d  c o m i n g .  L e t  u s  w a i t  e a g e r l y,  

e x p e c t a n t l y  f o r  a  g l i m p s e  o f  H i s  c o m i n g  g l o r y,  l i ke  a  
c h i l d  t r y i n g  fo r  a  p e e k  a t  h e r  p re s e n t s  b e fo re  

C h r i s t m a s  m o r n i n g .  R e f l e c t  o n  C h r i s t ’ s  r e t u r n  t o d a y.  
T h a n k  H i m  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  fo r  w h a t  i s  t o  c o m e .

S o  C h r i s t ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  o f f e re d  o n c e  t o  b e a r  
t h e  s i n s  o f  m a n y,  w i l l  a p p e a r  a  s e c o n d  t i m e ,  

n o t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  s i n  b u t  t o  s a ve  t h o s e  w h o  a re  
e a g e r l y  w a i t i n g  fo r  h i m .  

Hebrews  9 :28
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K I D S ’  C H R I S T M A S  
C A R D  P R A Y E R S

1 .  F i n d  a  s p o t  t o  d i s p l a y  C h r i s t m a s  c a rd s  f ro m  f r i e n d s  a n d  
f a m i l y  a s  t h e y  a r r i ve .  S p e n d  t i m e  e n j o y i n g  a n d  re a d i n g  t h e  
c a rd s  w i t h  t h e  k i d s .

2 .  Ta ke  t h e  c a rd s  d ow n  i n  J a n u a r y  w h e n  t h i n g s  a re n ’ t  s o  
b u s y.  P l a c e  t h e m  i n  a  b a s ke t  o r  n a p k i n  h o l d e r  w h e re  yo u  
w i l l  s e e  t h e m  d a i l y,  p e r h a p s  a t  t h e  k i t c h e n  t a b l e .

3 .  W i t h  t h e  c h i l d re n ,  p i c k  o n e  c a rd  o r  l e t t e r  e a c h  d a y  a n d  
p ra y  fo r  t h e  s e n d e r.

4 .  O p t i o n a l :  S e n d  a  n o t e ,  t e x t ,  o r  e m a i l  t o  yo u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  
l e t  t h e m  k n ow  yo u  a n d  t h e  k i d s  p ra ye d  fo r  t h e m .  D o n ’ t  l e t  
t h i s  s t e p  ke e p  yo u  f ro m  p ra y i n g  i f  yo u  d o n ’ t  h a ve  t i m e  t o  
w r i t e  a  n o t e !

5 .  A s k  G o d  w h i c h  p e o p l e  o r  s i t u a t i o n s  H e ’ s  l a y i n g  o n  yo u r  
h e a r t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p ra y i n g ,  i s  t h e re  a  w a y  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  
k i d s  i n  p rov i d i n g  h e l p ,  l e n d i n g  a  l i s t e n i n g  e a r,  o r  s h a r i n g  
t h e  j o y  w i t h  yo u r  f r i e n d s ?

6 .  I n c l u d e  t h e  k i d s  i n  t h a n k i n g  G o d  fo r  t h e  p e o p l e  H e ’ s  
b ro u g h t  i n t o  yo u r  l i f e !
 
U s e d  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  f ro m  H o m e F ro n t  M a g a z i n e
C h e c k  m o re  i d e a s  a t  wo o d m e n v a l l e y. o rg / fo l l ow t h e s t a r
 





L O V E
I n  t h e  s t a b l e  w h e re  C h r i s t  w a s  b o r n ,  i t ’ s  l i ke l y  t h a t  
t h e re  w a s  b l o o d  d r i p p i n g  t o  t h e  g ro u n d .  A t  t h e  
c ro s s  w h e re  h e  g a ve  h i s  l i f e ,  b l o o d  w a s  t h e re  t o o .  
T h e  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h  o f  J e s u s  a re  m a r ke d  b y  s a c r i f i c i a l  
l ove .  We’ re  c a l l e d  t o  e m u l a t e  H i s  e x a m p l e .  A s k  G o d  
i f  t h e re  a re  n ew  w a y s  H e  m i g h t  c a l l  yo u  t o  l ove  i n  
w a y s  t h a t  a re  u n c o m fo r t a b l e  o r  s a c r i f i c a l  i n  t h e  
d a y s  a h e a d .

G re a t e r  l ove  h a s  n o  o n e  t h a n  t h i s ,  t h a t  
s o m e o n e  l a y  d ow n  h i s  l i f e  f o r  h i s  f r i e n d s .  
John  15 : 13
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T H A N K S
H ow  d o  yo u  e x p re s s  g ra t i t u d e  w h e n  yo u  re c e i ve  a  

C h r i s t m a s  g i f t ?  S o m e t i m e s  h e a r t f e l t  wo rd s  a re  b e s t ,  
o t h e r  t i m e s  p e r h a p s  a  h u g  o r  a  T h a n k  Yo u  c a rd  a re  
c a l l e d  fo r.  C h r i s t  i s  t h e  f re e  l ove - g i f t  f ro m  G o d  t o  
u s .  A s  we  p re p a re  t o  c e l e b ra t e  t h i s  p re c i o u s  g i f t ,  

w h a t  a re  s o m e  w a y s ,  t h ro u g h  yo u r  t h o u g h t s ,  wo rd s  
a n d  a c t i o n s ,  t h a t  yo u  c a n  b e g i n  t o  e x p re s s  

t h a n k f u l n e s s  f o r  t h i s  u l t i m a t e  g i f t ?

Fo r  t h e  w a g e s  o f  s i n  i s  d e a t h ,  b u t  t h e  f re e  
g i f t  o f  G o d  i s  e t e r n a l  l i f e  i n  

C h r i s t  J e s u s  o u r  L o rd .
Romans  6 :23
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W O R L D
C h r i s t  d rew  i n  h i s  f i r s t  b re a t h  i n  B e t h l e h e m  m o re  
t h a n  t wo  m i l l e n n i a  a g o .  A l t h o u g h  H i s  l i f e  o n  e a r t h  
w a s  ro o t e d  i n  a  s p e c i f i c  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e ,  H i s  g ra c e  
a n d  l ove  c ove r  a l l  o f  h u m a n i t y  t h ro u g h o u t  a l l  t i m e .  
We’ re  c a l l e d  t o  re f l e c t  H i s  c a re  f o r  p e o p l e  a l l  ove r  
t h e  wo r l d .  A s k  G o d  t o  g i ve  yo u  a  h e a r t  f o r  p e o p l e  
a c ro s s  t h e  g l o b e  a n d  w a y s  t o  a c t i ve l y  d e m o n s t ra t e  
H i s  h e a r t  f o r  t h e m .

Fo r   G o d  d i d  n o t  s e n d  h i s  S o n  i n t o  t h e  wo r l d   t o  
c o n d e m n  t h e  wo r l d ,  b u t  i n  o rd e r  t h a t  t h e  
wo r l d  m i g h t  b e  s a ve d  t h ro u g h  h i m .
John  3 : 17
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P E A C E
We  l i ve  i n  a  wo r l d  w h e re  c o n f l i c t  s e e m s  c o n s t a n t  

a n d  p e a c e  s e e m s  f a r  a w a y.  Ye t  G o d ’ s  Wo rd  
i n t e r t w i n e s  t h e  i d e a  o f  p e a c e  o n  e a r t h  w i t h  t h e  

a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  C h r i s t ’ s  b i r t h .  W h a t  re a s s u ra n c e  
d o e s  t h i s  b r i n g  t o  yo u r  h e a r t ?  A s  a  d i s c i p l e  o f  

C h r i s t ,  h ow  m i g h t  t h i s  i n f l u e n c e  yo u r  
a c t i o n s  a n d  a t t i t u d e s ?

" G l o r y  t o  G o d  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t ,  a n d  
o n  e a r t h  p e a c e  a m o n g  t h o s e  

w i t h  w h o m  h e  i s  p l e a s e d ! "
Luke  2 : 14
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F E A R
A n g e l s  c h a n g e d  t h e  s h e p h e rd s ’  wo r l d  t h a t  n i g h t  
w i t h  t h e  h e a d l i n e :  T h e  K i n g  o f  L ove  i s  c o m i n g !  T h e  
a n g e l s  o p e n e d  t h e i r  s p e e c h  b y  t e l l i n g  t h e  s h e p h e rd s  
n o t  t o  f e a r  a n d  t h e  b o o k  o f  1 s t  J o h n  d e c l a re s  t h a t  
G o d ’ s  p e r fe c t  l ove  c a s t s  o u t  f e a r.  W h a t  f e a r s  i s  t h e  
L o rd  c a l l i n g  yo u  t o  c a s t  a s i d e  t h i s  a d ve n t  s e a s o n ?  
Wr i t e  a  p ra ye r  i n v i t i n g  G o d  t o  t a ke  t h e m  f ro m  yo u .  

T h e y  we re  f i l l e d  w i t h  g re a t  f e a r.   A n d  t h e  a n g e l  
s a i d  t o  t h e m ,  “ Fe a r  n o t ,  f o r  b e h o l d ,  I  b r i n g  
yo u  g o o d  n ew s  o f  g re a t  j o y  t h a t  w i l l  b e  fo r  
a l l   t h e  p e o p l e . ”
Luke  2 :9 - 10
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G A T H E R
W h e n  we  t h i n k  o f  t h e  c h u rc h ,  we  o f t e n  t h i n k  o f  a  

b u i l d i n g .  B u t  a  c l e a re r  p i c t u re  o f  t h e  c h u rc h  i s  
s i m p l y  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G o d  g a t h e r i n g  i n  c o m m u n i t y.  

C h r i s t  i s  w i t h  u s  eve n  w h e n  j u s t  a  f ew  o f  u s  g a t h e r.  
P e r h a p s  t h e  M a g i  wo rs h i p p i n g  C h r i s t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  

C h r i s t i a n  c h u rc h  s e r v i c e  —  m e s s y  a n d  
u n c o n ve n t i o n a l  a s  i t  p ro b a b l y  w a s .  A s  yo u  p re p a re  
t o  c e l e b ra t e  t h i s  C h r i s t m a s ,  h ow  w i l l  yo u  fo c u s  o n  

g a t h e r i n g  w i t h  G o d ’ s  p e o p l e ?

“ Fo r  w h e re  t wo  o r  t h re e  a re   g a t h e re d  i n  m y  
n a m e ,   t h e re  a m  I  a m o n g  t h e m . ”

Matthew 18 :20
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R E F U G E
C h r i s t  w a s  b o r n  i n  a  b a r n  a n d  b u r i e d  i n  a  b o r rowe d  
t o m b .  M a r y  g a ve  b i r t h  i n  B e t h l e h e m  b e c a u s e  a n  
o c c u p y i n g  e m p i re  f o rc e d  h e r  t o  m a ke  t h e  j o u r n e y.  
L a t e r,  t h e i r  f a m i l y  f l e d  t o  E g y p t  a s  re f u g e e s .  To d a y  
t h e re  a re  p e o p l e  i n  o u r  c i t y  a n d  a ro u n d  t h e  wo r l d  
w h o  a re  o p p re s s e d ,  p o o r  a n d  m a rg i n a l i z e d .  P ra y  fo r  
t h e m  a n d  a s k  G o d  h ow  H e  wo u l d  h a ve  yo u  i n t e r ve n e  
i n  t h e i r  p l i g h t .

A n  a n g e l  o f  t h e  L o rd  a p p e a re d  t o  J o s e p h  i n  a  
d re a m  a n d  s a i d ,  “ R i s e ,  t a ke  t h e  c h i l d  a n d  h i s  
m o t h e r,  a n d  f l e e  t o  E g y p t ,  a n d  re m a i n  t h e re  
u n t i l  I  t e l l  yo u ,  f o r  H e ro d  i s  a b o u t  t o  s e a rc h  
fo r  t h e  c h i l d ,  t o  d e s t ro y  h i m . ”
Matthew 2 : 13
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M A N G E R
C h r i s t  c o u l d  h a ve  c o m e  t o  e a r t h  a s  a  c o n q u e r i n g  

w a r r i o r  o r  a n  e m p e ro r  w i t h  r i c h e s  a n d  f a m e .  Ye t  H e  
c h o s e  t h e  p a t h  o f  a  p e a s a n t ,  h e l p l e s s  a n d  h u m b l e .  

I n  o u r  c u l t u re ,  t o o  o f t e n  we  f i n d  o u rs e l ve s  t h i r s t i n g  
fo r  p re s t i g e  a n d  d row n i n g  i n  c o m p a r i s o n .  A s k  t h e  
Fa t h e r  t o  s h ow  yo u  h ow  yo u  c a n  e m u l a t e  C h r i s t ’ s  

h u m i l i t y  t h i s  C h r i s t m a s .

“A n d  t h i s  w i l l  b e  a  s i g n  fo r  yo u :  yo u  w i l l  
f i n d  a  b a b y  w ra p p e d  i n  s w a d d l i n g  c l o t h s  

a n d  l y i n g  i n  a  m a n g e r. ”
Luke  2 : 12

D e c . 2 4



F O L L O W  T H E  S T A R S

W H AT  YO U ’ L L  N E E D
G l ow - i n - t h e - d a r k  s t a r s ;  B i b l e ;  N a t i v i t y  s e t  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  
M a r y,  J o s e p h ,  a  d o n ke y,  o t h e r  a n i m a l s ,  a n  a n g e l ,  a  
s h e p h e rd ,  w i s e  m e n ,  a n d  b a b y  J e s u s ;  a  c a ke  w i t h  a  c a n d l e

P R E P
1 .  W h e n  t h e  k i d s  a re  i n  b e d ,  m a ke  a  t ra i l  o f  s t a r s  f ro m  
t h e i r  ro o m s  t o  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  t re e .
2 .  P l a c e  d i f f e re n t  p i e c e s  o f  t h e  n a t i v i t y  s e t  a l o n g  t h e  p a t h ,  
e n d i n g  w i t h  b a b y  J e s u s .
3 .  P l a c e  a  c a ke  ( m a y b e  a n g e l  f o o d ! )  w i t h  a  c a n d l e  o n  t o p  
n e a r  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t ra i l .  

C H R I S T M A S  M O R N I N G
1 .  W h e n  t h e  k i d s  w a ke  u p ,  h e l p  t h e m  fo l l ow  t h e  s t a r s  l i ke  
t h e  w i s e  m e n  d i d .
2 .  A t  t h e  f i r s t  s t o p ,  f i n d  M a r y,  J o s e p h  a n d  a  d o n ke y  &  re a d  
L u ke  2 : 1 - 5 .  C o l l e c t  t h e  f i g u r i n e s  a s  yo u  g o  t o  t h e  n e x t  s t o p .
3 .  C o n t i n u e  fo l l ow i n g  t h e  t ra i l  o f  s t a r s  t o  t h e  a n i m a l s  a n d  
re a d  L u ke  2 : 6 - 7.
4 .  F i n d  t h e  a n g e l s  a n d  s h e p h e rd s  a t  t h e  n e x t  s t o p  a n d  re a d  
L u ke  2 : 8 - 2 0 .
5 .  Fo l l ow  t h e  t ra i l  t o  w h e re  t h e  w i s e  m e n  w a i t  a n d  re a d  
M a t t h ew  2 : 1 - 2 ,  9 - 1 1 .
6 .  A p p ro a c h  t h e  t re e  a n d  h a ve  t h e  k i d s  f o c u s  o n  b a b y  J e s u s  
a s  yo u  l i g h t  a  c a n d l e  o n  t h e  c a ke .  R e m i n d  t h e  k i d s  t h a t  
J e s u s  i s  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  wo r l d  a n d  t h a t  H i s  b i r t h d a y  i s  t h e  
re a s o n  we  c e l e b ra t e .
7.  F i n i s h  t h e  s e a rc h  w i t h  wo rs h i p  b y  s i n g i n g  “ S i l e n t  N i g h t ”  o r  
“ H a p p y  B i r t h d a y ”  t o  J e s u s .  T h e n  b l ow  o u t  t h e  c a n d l e  a n d  
e n j o y  t h e  c a ke .  
 
U s e d  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  f ro m  H o m e F ro n t  M a g a z i n e
C h e c k  m o re  i d e a s  a t  wo o d m e n v a l l e y. o rg / fo l l ow t h e s t a r

 



Follow The Star 
with us on Christmas Eve

Worship services at al l  three campuses
11 am, 1 pm, 3 pm, 5 pm, 7 pm




